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when there was no quorum at the Trustees7 .monthly meetings, and in
particular cases between meetings. Their views were more liberal than
the small use made of the Room then and later would suggest, and their
resolution on the subject deserves to be quoted :W
"As the admission into the Reading Room is by all the regulations
hitherto made, entirely left to the Committee, they think it necessary
to observe that the liberty of studying in the Museum is the part of
this Institution from which the Publick is like to reap the greater
benefit; and that, therefore, admission into the Reacting Room should
be made as convenient as possible: that as the number of persons
applying for the liberty of the Reading Room, or at least of those
making use of it when granted, has not hitherto caused any incon-
venience j the only case necessary at present, is to prevent improper
persons from being admitted: though the case may possibly be very
different hereafter, when the number of applications may make it
necessary to levy some restraints, as to the number of persons to
whom such leave shall be granted: that the Meetings of the Com-
mittee may not be sufficient to answer the convenience of the Publick.
... It is therefore submitted to the General Meeting whether there is
not a necessity of vesting in the Principal Librarian a power of grant-
ing admission into the Reading Room when there is not a sufficient
number present to form a Committee on their days of meeting; and in
particular cases during the interval of the stated meetings of the
Committee."
But Isaac D'Israeli, describing (in The Illustrator Illustrated) the
Reading Room as he knew it in 1786^ reveals no improvement. "It
had been difficult," he says, "to have made up a jury of all the Spirits
of study which haunted the reading room* There wfc were, little
attended to, musing in silence and oblivion; for sometimes we had to
wait a day or two, till the volumes so eagerly demanded slowly
appeared,"
When, the first room was abandoned in 1774 on Pcnneck't* repre-
sentations as to its dampness and darkness^ and bad effect on his health,
the N.W, corner room on the main ground floor was adapted for
the purpose. This room was a great improvement. It was dry and
light, and its walls were dothed with bookcases and hung with por~
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